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The Max Weber-Studienausgabe (MWS) renders Max Weber's works and speeches accessible to a large
audience, using the complete and reliable Max Weber-Gesamtausgabe (MWG) as its basis while
deliberately dispensing with its editorial apparatus. It has however been laid out in such a manner that
the reader can easily fall back on the MWG. »Domination« is »one of the most important elements of
social action«. The earliest version of Max Weber's sociology of domination begins with this sentence. In
it, Max Weber studies the most important structures of domination: bureaucratism, patrimonialism,
feudalism and charismatism as well as the relationship between political and hierocratic domination. The
historical-critical edition of the Max Weber-Gesamtausgabe (Collected Works of Max Weber) presents the
older version of the sociology of domination for the first time with detailed commentaries and as an
independent text corpus. The subject explanations as well as the introduction place the sociology of
domination in the context of the legal, cultural and social science disciplines at the end of the German
»Kaiserreich«. Up to the time of his death, Max Weber had not released the manuscripts for publication;
they thus lack a concluding revision which would make them into a complete whole. This opens a
window to the workshop of one of the most important modern thinkers.

Max Weber Geboren 1864 in Erfurt; Studium der Jurisprudenz, Geschichte, Nationalékonomie und
Philosophie in Heidelberg, Berlin und Géttingen; 1889 Promotion Uber die Geschichte der
Handelsgesellschaften im Mittelalter; 1891 Habilitationsschrift GUber R6mische Agrargeschichte;
Ordinarius fur Nationaldkonomie in Freiburg (ab 1894) und Heidelberg (ab 1897); Mitherausgeber des
Archiv flr Sozialwissenschaft und Sozialpolitik und Redakteur des Grundri® der Sozialékonomik;
umfassende Beitrage zur Methodologie der Sozialwissenschaften, zur Politik des deutschen Kaiserreichs,
zu Wirtschaft, Politik, Religion, Recht und Kunst in universalgeschichtlicher Perspektive; nach langem,
krankheitsbedingtem Interim schlieBlich Professor fir Gesellschaftswissenschaft, Wirtschaftsgeschichte
und Nationalékonomie in Miinchen (ab 1919); gestorben 1920 in Mlnchen.

Edith Hanke ist Generalredaktorin der Max Weber-Gesamtausgabe, Miinchen.

Thomas Kroll Geboren 1965; Studium der Geschichte, Sozialwissenschaft und evangelischen Theologie;
1997 Promotion; wiss. Mitarbeiter am Historischen Institut der Universitat GieBen
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