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Friedrich Schleiermacher's work as a theologian and Plato scholar marked the start of a new epoch: as a
system-forming philosopher, he claimed independent validity, and as church politician, educational
policy-maker, and academic theorist, he was one of the most important figures during the Prussian
reforms, whose contributions to pedagogy remain influential to this day.

This volume provides a clear-sighted overview of the various stages in Schleiermacher's life (1768-
1834), with each contribution portraying his fields of work and their contexts, placing his literary work
and conceptions in the framework of the respective contemporary debates. Important stages in
Schleiermacher reception and impact history are likewise considered.

The authors' diverse approaches to interpreting and understanding his output mean that the Guide to
Schleiermacher offers concentrated insight into the consensus on and controversies in current
Schleiermacher research.
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