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»Faith« has taken center stage in the religious language of Early Christianity and developed into the
dominant description of the relationship between humans and God. No writing prior to or beside the New
Testament uses the semantic field of »faith« with comparable density. At the same time, the Early
Christian talk of faith is embedded into a complex network of perceptions and images, which constitute
the addressees' horizon of understanding and lend communicative meaning to the word »faith«. The
present volume contains studies on the understanding of faith in the writings of the New Testament as
well as in foundational texts of the Old Testament, ancient and rabbinic Judaism, the Greco-Roman
world, the Apostolic Fathers, and the Early Church. Reflections from the perspective of church history
and systematic theology conclude it.
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