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The Epistle to the Hebrews is usually associated with its theology of Christ the High Priest. However, the
term "high priest" is not so common in the first four chapters of Hebrews, occurring only four times with
a further reference to sacrifice in 1:3. Rather than emphasising the priestly or sacrificial activity of Christ,
these opening sections contain a number of references to creation: 1:2-3,10-12, 2:5-9, 10; 3:1-6; 4:3-4
and 4:9-10. In this volume, Angela Costley uses discourse analysis to explore the importance of the
topic of creation to the discourse of the Epistle to the Hebrews, uncovering a close link between creation
and salvation. She highlights the interaction of the topic of creation with the topic of salvation in the
discourse to uncover a depiction of Christ as the creator who descends to take on human flesh, God who
becomes human, in order to lead humanity heavenward.

Angela Costley Born 1984; 2005 BA Hons in Theology, 2008 PG Cert in the Theory of Education from
Durham University; 2011 MSt in Jewish Studies from the University of Oxford; 2018 PhD from St. Patrick's
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