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Was hélt eine Gesellschaft zusammen?
Ethik im Zeitalter der Globalisierung

Many social philosophers and ethicists contend that a modern society cannot remain stable merely by its
citizens obeying all of its rules. Such prominent theoreticians as J. Habermas, J. Rawls, D. Gauthier or R.
Rorty hold the view that the citizens of a modern society must exhibit additional anthropological
qualities which are termed moral surpluses here. Christoph Litge argues, however, that no moral
surplus is immune to erosion by systematic counter-incentives and that anthropological qualities in
general cannot serve as a basis for ethics in the globalized world. An order ethics, which is based on
weaker prerequisites, namely the characteristics of situations and their basic conditions (orders), is more
likely to count on cross-cultural approval in the era of globalization.
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