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Late medieval Christians lived in a world of visions, but they knew that not all visions came from God:
angels, demons, iliness, nature, or passion could also inspire an apparent divine visitation. During the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, the involvement of visionaries in everything from reform
movements to military campaigns to papal schisms raised the political and spiritual stakes of
determining whether or not a vision was truly from God. In response, a diverse group of medieval
thinkers - including men and women, clergy and laity, visionaries and theologians - gradually began to
transform the loose patristic readings of Pauline discretio spirituum into a system with the potential to
distinguish between true and false visions and between genuine and delusional visionaries. Wendy Love
Anderson chronicles the historical, political, and spiritual struggles behind the flowering of late medieval
mysticism and what came to be seen as the Christian doctrine of discernment of spirits.

Wendy Love Anderson Born 1975; 1999 M.A. in Religious Studies, University of Chicago, 2001 PhD in
History of Christianity, University of Chicago; presently Academic Coordinator and Lecturer in the Center
for the Humanities at Washington University in St. Louis.

Order now:
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/en/book/the-discernment-of-spirits-9783161516641/
Phone: +49 (0)7071-923-17

Fax: +49 (0)7071-51104

Mohr Siebeck GmbH & Co. KG

Postfach 2040

D-72010 Tubingen

info@mohrsiebeck.com
www.mohrsiebeck.com


https://doi.org/10.1628/978-3-16-158601-9
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/en/book/the-discernment-of-spirits-9783161516641/
mailto:info@mohrsiebeck.com
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com

