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In this wide-ranging collection, Michael Fishbane investigates the complex and diverse relationships
between the 'biblical text' and 'exegetical culture.' The author demonstrates the multiple literary
dimensions and interpretative strategies that came to form the Hebrew Bible in the context of the
ancient Near East, the Dead Sea Scrolls in the context of an emergent biblical-Jewish culture, and the
classical rabbinic Midrash in the context of an emergent rabbinic civilization in late antiquity. Within
each study, and in the collection as a whole, the author shows a broad range of creative methods,
always with a scholarly concern to illuminate the religious ideas of Scripture as it was perceived through
diverse hermeneutical lenses and exegetical methodologies. The studies range from the purely literary
to the highly analytic, from myth to law, and from studies of symbols to the study of exegetical methods.

Michael Fishbane Born 1943; 1971 PhD, Brandeis University; 1971—-90 Samuel Lane Professor of
Jewish Religious History, Brandeis University; 1991-2022 Nathan Cummings Distinguished Service
Professor of Jewish Studies, University of Chicago; emeritus.
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