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[Seeing the God]

Published in English.

The first inter-disciplinary and cross-disciplinary work of its kind, this book focuses on the importance of
visual culture in the study of classical, Roman, and Christian antiquity. It explores the role of the visual
in helping to create a vision of the gods and how commitment to the visibility of the divine affected
ancient religious practices, rituals, and beliefs. The essays deploy a wide range of disciplines that include
archaeology, iconology, cultural studies, visual anthropology, the study of ancient rhetoric, and the
cognitive sciences to consider the visual aspects of ancient religion from a variety of angles. The
contributors take up the role of the visual in multiple contexts including domestic art, the imperial cult,
martyrology, ritual practice, and temples. This groundbreaking book, which includes essays by
classicists, Roman historians, archaeologists, biblical scholars, and scholars of ancient Christian
iconography, promises to advance the discussion of the importance and role of visual culture in shaping
the religions of antiquity in significant new ways.
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