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Selen
Eine Materialgeschichte zwischen Industrie, Wissenschaft und Kunst

With the discovery of its light sensitivity in 1873, the chemical element selenium suddenly found the
eyes of all manner of researchers and inventors turned on it. Its place in the early history of television
was assured by its ability to allow the light of images to be converted into electricity and transmitted by
telegraph. However, this is only one part of selenium's rich material history, in which neither individuals,
institutions nor technologies had the starring role, but the element itself. Selenium's migration took it
from chemical factories, through electro-physical laboratories and inventors' workshops, and into
experimental artists' studios during the course of sixty years between 1870 and 1930. The story
effortlessly surpasses the supposed limits of discourse and by way of the element's migration, Johannes
Hess is able to reveal just how closely industry, science, and art are interwoven.
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