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Five Pentateuchal texts (Lev 24:10-23; Num 9:6-14; Num 15:32-36; Num 27:1-11; Num 36:1-12) offer
unique visions of the elaboration of law in Israel's formative past. In response to individual legal cases,
Yahweh enacts impersonal and general statutes reminiscent of biblical and ancient Near Eastern law
collections. From the perspective of comparative law, Dylan R. Johnson proposes a new understanding of
these texts as biblical rescripts: a legislative technique that enabled sovereigns to enact general laws on
the basis of particular legal cases. Typological parallels drawn from cuneiform and Roman law illustrate
the complex ideology informing the content and the form of these five cases. The author explores how
latent conceptions of law, justice, and legislative sovereignty shaped these texts, and how the Priestly
vision of law interacted with and transformed earlier legal traditions.
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