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Adam, sin, death and the law are the core elements of Paul's view of the pre-Christian history of
humankind. Paul developed this view using the Apocalypse of Moses, with which he had become familiar
in Jerusalem before he became a Christian, as his background. In this study, Jan Dochhorn reveals how
the myth of Adam emerged among the Greek-speaking Jews in Jerusalem and identifies several
parabiblical texts as products of this milieu, which probably had a greater impact on Pauline theology
and early Christianity than other strands of ancient Judaism.
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