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The destruction of the Temple and the humiliation of the exile not only shook the foundations of Israel's
pride as God's chosen people, but also brought about the danger of losing their identity as a people. To
survive this, the people had to develop and highlight an identity-reinforcing theology built upon the
collective memory of their constitutive past. Ogochukwu Daniel Onuorah applies the tools of the social
memory theory to the exegetical analysis of Ex 16, an approach which necessarily entails both
synchronic and diachronic inquiries. In six chapters, the author argues that the collective memory of the
manna-experience as recounted in Ex 16 served as a socio-theological tool of identity-preservation in
the difficult exilic/early post-exilic period. Succinctly noted also are the implications of this for the
discussion on the composition of the Pentateuch.
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