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The Temple eclipsed in its splendor and importance all other institutions of the Jews, both in the Land of
Israel and in the Diaspora. It was the center of religious and national life; a goal of pilgrimage.
Already in the 19th century, 'The Quest for the Temple' had spread beyond the limited circles of Jewish
commentators, becoming an interest also of Christian scholars. The Dead Sea Scrolls, especially the
Temple Scroll, first published in 1977, brought new source materials pertaining to the pre-Herodian
Temple to the fore. Some water cisterns still extant under the upper platform of the present Muslim
compound are hiding a telling story, left unnoticed so far. Its unravelling in an interdisciplinary approach,
an attentive re-reading of all available literary sources, and a re-evaluation of the said archaeological
remains, lie at the core of the studies presented here.
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